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FROM OUR DEFENCE CORESPONDENT 


TO INTERN 


Last Autumn we ran a front page 
story on government plans to introduce 
internment for demonstrators should 
anti-militarist or other protests 'get 
out of hand'. Those plans have so far 
not yet been put in hand, although 
the facilities for holding large numbers 
of people on a temporary basis are 
clearly there and have always been 
there. At the time we pointed out that 
several ex-army camps had been allocated 
for the purpose. More recently though 
the police have been trying out a novel 
form of internment which involves the 
abduction and detention of protesters 
without charge for anything up to 24 
hours, 

On the anti-Reagan demonstration, 
for example, 214 were arrested, but 
only 44 were actually charged with 
an offence. Many were taken not to 
a police station, but to a ‘holding 
centre’. One such centre turned out 
to be a disused warehouse ii south Lonaon. 
The purpose of arresting the protesters 
but not charging them was to secrete 
the ‘troublemakers’, via the use of 
snatch squads, away from the flashpoint, 
without having to go to the trouble 
of going through the courts. This new 
form of summary justice circumvents 
the courts completely and may very 
well be a sign of things to come. 

The police have already admitted that 
other detention centres are in existence 
and that they have the facilities to 
hold detainees for periods 'longer 
than 24 hours’. Are these other centres 
also warehouses, specially prepared 
for this type of contingency, or were 
the police referring to the ex-Amny 
camps? The new Police Bill will give the 
police the power to detain people for 
up to 96 hours without charge. If the 
police have plans to hold large numbers 
of demonstrators for 2 or 3-days until 
the protest has burnt itself out then 
it would seem logical for them to prepare 
holding centres, tailor-made for this 
purpose, well in advance. What security 
is like at these centres is yet to 
be determined. 
N.B, At the Reagan demonstration many 
parts of central London remained un- 
policed while the main protests were 
in the process of being contained. 
ee a re es 


OR 


NOT INTERN 


Things were not all tickety boo for 

the cops though: outside Parliament 

a bomb disposal team was apparently 
called to deal with something or other 
and a controlled explosion was heard. 
In trendy Convent Garden police were 
also suddenly called to deal with several 
‘disturbances', It turns out that the 
Savoy Hotel had been attacked by a 

gang of youths; also a NATO related 
building, the Institute of Strategic 
Studies. There may well have been other 
incidents elsewhere. If you have heard 
of any let us know. 


DEATH SQUADS BEGIN AT HOME 


Readers of Black Flag will remember 
that DBAH was formally lauched as a 
campaign last year under the sponsorship 
of Admiral of the Fleet, Lord Hill 
Norton, General Sir Anthony Farrar- 
Hockley, Air Marshal Sir Frederick 
Sowrey and industrialist Sir David 
Wills. This cosy foursome was later 
joined by firearms expert and editor 
of Guns Review, ex-Superintendant of 
Police Colin Greenwood. The Famous 
Five now have a plan to petition the 
MoD with a case in support of their 
ambitious Home Defence Force scheme. 
According to DBAH the Force would be 
an additional resource whose duties 
would include the guarding of "secondary 
targets vulnerable to sabotage’. 

According to a recent issue of Hand- 
gunner, there is much criticism prevalent 
in loyalist circles about the recent 
decision by the MoD to increase the 
complement of Territorials by 16,000 
(see last issue of Black Flag) so as 
to deal with any civil, industrial 
or any other emergency that may occur, 
Critics were hoping instead that the 
MoD would opt for a much bigger force, 
namely the Home Defence Force as advocated 
by DBAH, that could deal with all home 
defence problems. For their part the 
MoD admitted that over 100,000 troops 
have been earmarked for home defence 
duties should the occasion demand. 

But for DBAH and gun enthusiasts this 
is not enough. DBAH claim that they 
already have details of around 700,000 
loyalists who woulda be prepared to 
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join the proposed Home Defence Force. 
As DBAH has so far publicised its scheme 
around firearm clubs and within arms 
magazines (and other, more exclusive, 
circles) one can suppose, therefore, 
that the vast majority of DBAH contacts 
probably possess their own firearms. 
If they havn't then Colin Greenwood, 
no doubt, would advise them exactly 
how to go about getting hold of weaponry 
to. hold in readiness for the 'great 
call-up’. 

DBAH have made it clear that if 
they don't get MoD approval, they will 
go ahead with their scheme regardless. 
After all they would not be obliged 
to officially describe themselves as 
a paramilitary force; just a bunch 
of simple 'gun-loving ent husiasts', 
who happen to have the resources to 
to operate at will, parallel to state 
forces, as do the UV. 

DBAH are based in an office (Room 
305) in Victoria House, Southamton 
Row in central London. Victoria House 
also (surprise, surprise) happens to 
house the main offices of that well 


business of supplying weaponry for 
counter—insurgency and riot-control, 
While DBAH just happens to be in the 
business of promoting a privately spons 
Ored army devoted to maintaining civil 
order and the targeting of subversives, 


) 


AMAC : 


The AMAC 1, the armoured riot-control 
vehicle, described in its promotional 
material (advertising agents: LBC of 
Neal Street in trendy Covent Garden, 
London) as the ‘ultimate riot deterrent' 
and first exposed in the Autumn Quarterly 
issue of Black Flag last October, caught 
the attention of the darlings of Fleet 
Street recently when it was 'discovered' 
that a consignment were due to be deliv- 
ered to fascist Chile. 

What really happened was that AMAC 
tactlessly refused to employ union 
labour for its stand at the Aldershot 
international arms exhibition (sponsored 
by the Ministry of Defence) and conse- 
quently exhibition workers threatened 
to bring the exhibition to a close 
unless AMAC withdrew. It would have 
been too embarassing for the MoD (who 
just scored a victory at GCHQ) to be 
seen to be under union threat and so 
AMAC was told to withdraw by the MoD 
on the pretext that it was supplying 
anti-riot equipment to the Pinochet 
regime. The MoD have known about the 
contract for some time. AMAC have been 
marketing the vehicle for almost a 
year and have already supplied one 
other Latin American country and a 
Middle Eastern country. Other ‘sales 
outlets' include India, Pakistan and 
Indonesia and the MoD is expected to 
grant export licenses in each case, 

The vehicle itself has a Bedford 
chassis, while its bodywork fabricat ion 
1S Carried out by a Southampton firn, 
Hampshire Transtech. Paul Latham 
AMAC's marketing director positively 
enthuses about the vehicles' formidable 
design, which includes water cannon, 
bullet-proof tyres, infra-red video 
Surveillance, retractable flood lights, 
in-built radio scrambler y an anti- 

barricade Sweeper, a 7,000 volt charge 
for the bodywork, grenade launchers, 
and an air-condit ioned, ‘fully furnished' 
interior large enough to accommodate 
up to 10 guards. AMAC, which is based 
at 3 Queen Anne Mews, London Wl (tel, 
01-580 3213) are now hoping to extend 
their market within the European sector, 
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